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Letter from the late Bishop IVatson to the Duke of Or- 
leans, with his Grace's Answer. 


From his Life, just published, written by Himself. 


HE Duke of Orleans and his two brothers had honoured 
me with a visit of a few daysat my house in West- 
moreland; and I was so much pleased with their conver 
sation, and sympathized so sincerely with them in the mis- 
fortunes which had befallen their house, that could not 
forbear sending the following letter to the Duke of Orleans on 
the murder of his relation the Duc d’Enghien :— 
« € Calgarth-park, July 20, 1804. 
“*Sir,—TI bave no wish to draw your Highness into a 
correspondence with an obscure Bishop, but | have a wish 
to testify to you the supreme satisfaction I have received 
from the perusal of the Discours Funebre pronounced at the 
obsequies of the Duc D’Enghien, and to join my regrets to 
those of the civilized world. It isa matchless piece of elo 
quence : the occasion makes the heart of the reader feel, with 
poignant sympathy, the expressions of the orator : 1 would 
not be possessed of that man’s soul who can read it without 
lears, 
“* God, in his inscrutable Providence, rules the world : 
Catholics and Protestants believe this; and if they are «z, 
they will believe also that afflictions are designed tor, and ',o 


in fact produce the meligration of mankind. A prince do 
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lose a throne, but if the loss makes him submit with resig- 
nation to the Divine. dispensation,.be will gain something 
better than a throne—he will make God his friend. 

«*« If ever this usurpation should be overthrown, and re- 
gal government be re-established in France, [ please myself 
with the expectation that the noble conduct of England, 
shown iu this day of calamity, will.be everlastingly remem- 
bered; and that the two greatest and most enlightened na- 
tions in Europe will, by the union of their councils, preserve 
the peace of Christendom; and by their abborrence of re- 
ligious domination, extinguish the bigotry which has for so 
many ages disfigured the fair form of genuine Christianty. 

“ ©] met the Duc de Montpensierin London, aud desired 
him to present to you my best respects ; that I did not do 
it in person I beg you to attribute to my little knowledge of, 
and less regard for etiquette; aud this defect you will have 
the goodness to excuse in an old man, who feels an activity 
on great, but none on ceremonious occasions, and to allow 
me the honour of assuring your Highness of the sincerity 
with which [ am your faithtul servant, 

«¢« R, LANDAFF. 

«The Duke of Orleans, if he ever reads this, will pardon 
my printing his answer to my letter: Lam certain that it will 
do him honour wherever it is read: and [ beg bim to consider 
the publication of it as a posthumous token of my respect 
and good will. 

“ Letter from the Duke of Orleans, dated Twickenham, 
July 28, 1804. 
* «©€ Ny DEAR LORD, 

I am extremely obliged to your Lordship for your kind 
letter. I regretted that [ had not'the pleasure of seeing you 
whilst you were in town. The moment | heard you were 
there | went to Great George street very early to be certain 
of finding you athome, but | was informed you had re- 
moved, aud I could get no other direction but it was some- 
where in Albemarle street or Condait-street, they knew not 
which, and as to a number that was not to be thought of. 
Still had I been a resident in town [had certainly found you 
out; but [have been very litle in town Jast winter, and 
never had a house or even apartments; | remained here in 
great retivcewent, of which | grow more fond every day of 
py life. 

“ «Twas certain your Lordship’s elevated: soul had re- 
sooted, wil becoming indignation, the foul murder of my 

unfortunaie cousin tics mother being my aunt, he was, 
next to wy brothers, the nearest relation | bad; aud, as he 
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was only ayear older ihan me, we had been play-fellows du- 
ring our younger years, you must fee] it was a sad blow ta 
me. His fate is an awful warning to every one of us, that 
the Corsican usurper will never rest unti] ie has erased the 
whole of our family from the list of the living. It makes me 
feel still more forcibly than I did before (though it is scarcely 
possible) the blessing of the generous protection and support 
granted unto us by your magnanimouscountry. Ihave left 
my native’ country at so early a period, thatl have not much 
of the habits of a Frenchman, and [ may say with perfect 
candour that | am attached to England, not only by grati- 
tude but my inclination and habit. It is in the sincerity of 
ny heart that [ say, Mayl never leave that hospitable 
land! 

« But it is pot only on account of my own feelings that I 
am so strongly interested in the wellare, prosperity, and suc- 
cesses'of England, it is also as a man. The safetyof Europe, 
and of the world, and the future bappiness and independence 
of mankind, rests upon the preservation. and independence 
of England, and this is the noble cause of Buonaparte’s rage 
against you, and that of his gang. May God defeat his 
wicked plans, and maintain this country in its present glo- 
rious and happy situation, is the true wish of my heart and 
of my. most fervent prayer ! ; 

“ Your Lordship must be equally well acquainted with 
my opinion respecting religious differences amongst Chris- 
tians; and in other wards, amongst nien Who profess the 
same religion. I believe every man must remain true to 
the principles in which he was brought up; but L equally 
believe it is not, in such times as these we live in, that such 
differences can be a real cause of difference amongst Chiis- 
tians. The question is-not, whether one is a question of 
this or that sect, but whether he is a Christian or not ? 

« ¢ This, in my bumble opinion, is the only question, at 
atime when the vital pait of religion and morality are at- 
tacked with such force ; and where the melancholy expe- 
rience of the latter years show, with what rapidity irrelignon 
and immorality are spreading their banetul dominion over 
mankiod. 

“ * From the knowledge I have acquived of your Lord- 
ship’s great mind, | thought your opinion should be what 
lam very glad to find it is. Lope you will allow me to 
say, that | congratulate you upon sentiments so worthy at 
once of an English prelote and a true Chistian. 
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« ¢ Would you be so good as to remember me most 
kindly to Mrs. and the Miss Watsons, and believe me, with 
the highest and most sincere esteem and regard, 

«« € My dear Lord, ever your affectionate 
« «LP. P. ORLEANS. 

“ ¢ T am particularly requested by both of my brothers to 
present you their compliments, as well as to all your family, 
They went likewise in search of you in town ; aad all of us 
will ever retain, and myself most particularly, a most plea. 
sant recollection of the short but agreeable days we spent at 
Calgarth.’ 

“ The fall of the French monarchy, the imprisonments, 
confiscations, proscriptions, murders, butcheries, which at. 
tended its overthrow, and the despicable tyranny which has 
succeeded it, are important events for the consideration of 
princes and of their subjects. They instruct princes to use 
despotic power with moderation ; and indeed to reflect, 
whether despotism is at all suited to the government of such 
an enlightened people as now inhabit Europe; they teach 
them also to beware of burdening their subjects with ex- 
cessive taxation in support of unnecessary wars, or of the 
luxury and prodigality of their courts. ‘They instruct sub- 
jects ([ do not say to submit to the extreme oppression of 
their rulers) but to bear with long and patient endurance 
small evils, lest in attempting to get rid of them they should 
be overwhelmed by greater. Seasonable reforms may be 
accomplished without danger; but a resistance to reforme- 
tion uswally ends in revolution.” 


en ene enn 


CURIOUS ANECDOTE. 


A HINT TO THE DETECTORS OF SUPPOSED PLAGIARISMS, 
‘ Each sceneof many coloured life he drew.” 


applying this line to the author of Waverley, Guy 
Mannering, the Antiquary, &c. we cannot be -wrong, 
since the knowledge and variety displayed by this writer 
incog. is felt and acknowledged by all. But it is curious to 
discover or observe the materials which a skilful artist em- 
ploys ; often the most simple in their way. The character 
of Eddie Ochiltree has been traced (or imagined so) to a 
well-known beggar, an account of whom was given in a late 
periodical publication, Dandie Dinmont, the black dwarf, 
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and others of the most striking character, have also been re- 
ferred to well known individuals. 

Upon this kind of presumption, Mr. Editor, I send you 
the following whimsical scrap, in which { imayine there is 
some resemblance to the language and character of ihe Ger- 
man adept Dowsterswivell. It appears, however, in 4 note 
to thesecond volume of Rob Roy, page 134, that our une 
known author has no great pleasure in these con- 
jectural lights, any more than the artist is fond of being told 
from whenee he drew his ideas of what he wished to be 
thought original inventions. But this is being fastidious 
evermuch ; the author or the artist who draws from nature, 
will convert the slightest accident into useful and often 
valuable purposes. This process bas noresemblance to what 
Peter Pindar calls, “ Smuggling the whole dog.” 

Advertisement stuck up in Charles Town, South Carolina, 
and copied from a publication fifteen yeers since. 

“ He is run away agin mine little plack horse, I rite him 
two tays in mittle op te nite, un ven he vill not be stumping 
—he stumps as te Deefe] wasin it—ua he trows me town— 
I have not sich fall since before [ was pornt. I pye him of 
von Jacop Shinavle Clymer. It have five vite feet pefore met 
oon plack snip on his nose, von eye vill look plue like glase. 
he is pranded met John Keisler Stranger on bis pehiud side 
py his tail. 

“ Whoever vill take up said horse and pring him to me 
on top of mine house near Congeree, shall pay me two del- 
lars reward, un if dey vill aot pring mive horse agen,‘ I vill 
put te law in force against al] te peeples..’ ” 


nnd onet 
THE DOG MIME. 


W HO has not heard of the celebrated piece called The 
Forest of Bandy, and of the applause which the dog 
of D’Cubry has obtained in Paris, Loudon, Vienna, Munich, 
Dresden, Berlin, Leipsig, Cassel, &c.? There is nothing 
new under the sun: see what Plutarch relates—de solertia 
avimalium ! 

I must not pass over an example of canine ingenuity of 
which I was witness at Rome. A mime, who performed a 
complicated piece, in which there were mavy characters, 
had a dog with him, which made all kinds of gesticulations 
necessary for the representatian. He offered a striking 
proof of his talents, after taking poison, which was to pro+ 
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duce sleep and then death. He took the bread in which the 
poison was given him, and, after he had eaten it, he: pre. 
tended to tremble, to stagger, and to become giddy; and 
when he stretched himself out as if dead, and let himself 
be pulled and dragged along as the progress of the piece re. 
quired. When, from the dialogue und action, he saw tha 
the moment was come, he began to move himself by degrees, 
as if he awoke out of a profound sleep, raised his head, and 
looking around him ; he then approached the person te. 
quired by his part, and evinced his joy by his caresses, to the 
great astonishment of all the spectators, and even of the 
old Emperor Vespasian, who at was at the time in the thea. 
tre Marcellus. 





Memoir of Rob Roy Macgregor, and some Branches of 
his Family. 


Continued from Page 69. 


ROM the Isle of Man James Macgregor went to Ireland, 
bat notraces of him are to be had until bis arrival in 
France, when we again hear of him by the following applica- 

tion to Charles Stuart. 

“ Paris,20 Sept. 1753. 
« Srr, 

** The violence of your Royal Highness Enémies has at 
jast got the better of the resolution [ had taken after the 
unhappy battle of Culloden, never to leave the Country, bat 
stay at home, and be as useful to your cause as I possibly 
could. Even after they had got me into their bands I cop. 
tinued firm in this resolution, they baving no new Treason as 
they name it to prove. Your Royal Highness friends ordered 
my Escaping from prison to'shun certain Death. This the 
Advocate made no ceremony to own he had orders from 
Court to bring about at whatever rate or by whatever means. 
And the method he took of indicting me upon obsolete Acts 
of Parliament and making up a Jurie of the most envenomed 
Hanoverian Scots made wy fate certain, if [ had not saved 
myself by escaping. 1 was even unwilling to come abroad to 
be troublesome either to your Koyal Highness or your friends, 
but necessity now obliges me to beg your Directions how or 
to whom to apply, [ having try’d every way [ could think of 
or was advised without as yet having any hopes of success. 
This is not the only reason now of giving your Royal :High- 
ness this trouble, the route I took to get home by the Isle of 
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Man and the coast of [reland put it in my way to learn what 
wust be of the greatest consequence to the Cause upon a 
proper occasion, hut is put out of my power to be commani- 
cated. save to. your Royal Highness, the King your Father, 
and my Chief Balhadies who wishes he had a method of in- 
forming your Royal Highness of what must be of so much 
use to your cause. I have in vain bitherto endeavoured to 
fiod out the means of laying myseif at your Royal Highness 
feet, which necessitates my now writing this, and that your 
Royal Highness may bein no mistake about me, [ am James 
Drummond Macgregor Rob Roy Macgregor’s son who 
joyned no corps with his men at the battle of Prestonpans, 
and had his Thighbone broke in the Action, which incapa- 
citated me from following you into England, bat upon your 
return joined the Army with Six Companey’s of Macgregors 
which the Duke of Perth engaged me to add to his Regie 
ment untill ay Chief Balhadics arrived from France—where 
1 continued to serve as Major to the unhappy Culloden. I 
ever am with the greatest Respect Sir Your Royal Highness 
most humble and faithful Servant. 

“ Jas DrummMonp MAccrecor.” 


About the same time, he also addressed a memoir “ A 
Monseigneur Le Marquis De Saint Contin, Xc. Ministre et 
Secretaire De’Etat.” A copy of this, in bis own hand-writ- 
ing, now lies before me, aud it appears to have been sent to 
his chief, as it is addressed “ To Macgregor of Macgregor 
at Baivre,” 

Every one, even slightly conversaut with the juridical his- 
tory of Scotland during the last ceatury, will be acquainted 
with the trial of James Stewart,—a foul transaction, which 
throws an indelible stain on the memory of those venal men 
who composed his jury. The story is briely thus :-—The 
Stewarts and Campbells had been on opposite sides in the 
recent contest of 1745 and 6, for the crown. A Campbell 
of Glenure was appoinied factor over the estate of Ardsheal, 
which had been confiscated after that period; and being 
supposed paitial, be removed some old tenants from the es- 
tate, to give place toothers of his own choosing. This was 
resented by an assassin named Allan Breck Stewart, who 
waylaid Campbell, and shot bim,in May 1752,and immedi- 
ately fledto France. James Stewart wes supposed io be 
accessary.. He was taken up without legal warrant, carried 
to Loverary, and though no proof was adduced, he was con- 
demned to death,and hung in chains, by the Dake of Argyll, 
as lord justice-general, and a jury, of whom eleven were 
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Campbells, and under the Duke's authority. It would seem y 
if government, afterwards blushing for the craelty of the 
deed, were desirous of bringing the actual murderer, Allan 
Stewart, to justice; and as it was known that he had taken 
refuge in France, proposals were made to James Macgregor, 
when he was discovered likewise to be in that country, that 
ifhe would seize this Allan Breck, and bring him to Britain, 
he should himself receive a pardon, and be allowed to return 
tu his country and family. But as Macgregor’s original 
letters, will best declare his history after this period, the 
following are faithful transcriptions of them. They are 
addressed to the chief of the Clan Gregor who was himself 
a voluntary exile in the French dominions, for the part he 
had taken in the cause of the Siuart family :— 


Dunkirk, April 6th, 1754. 

“ Dear Chief, 

** No doubt you'd be surprised to hear of my being openly 
in London and that I did not acquaint you of my intention 
before I parted with you, | was not sure at that time whe- 
ther | could go there or not, and besides there was a par- 
ticleular reason why L did not think you ought to know, or 
to be known to the project I intended then to put in ex. 
ecution as Much on your Own account, as mine, if not more 
so, otherwise you might imagive me to be the most ungrate- 
ful person om Earth, considering the parently usage | had 
the honour to receive from you, and when I have the 
pleasure of seeing you, you will be fully satisfied on that 
head. I fell upon ways and means to procure a license from 
under George’s owa sign-manqal, and after I appeared before 
the secretaries of state and delivered my case to be laid be- 
fore the ministry, and had also delivered enclosed case for 
my brother who suffered conform to his sentence, and the 
way and manner! represented my own case, as well as my bro- 
thers to the ministry, whoseemed favourable, untilthe Duke of 
Argyll interposed, and also Grant advocate for Scotland, the 
duke has reptesented your clan in general the most dis- 
affected in Scotland, and after a very odious manner, he re- 
presented also that the whole clan was Popish. It is cer- 
tain my brother’s dying openly Roman catholic, hurt me 
much, and gave the ministry a very bad impression. IT was 
at the time much indisposed of a fever otherwise would have 
had a better chance to save my brother and myself Squire. 
Carrol made me a party on your account and told that he 
thought ita favour done himsslf to serve any of your clan 
After [ had recovered my illness about fourteen days ago, 
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was sent for by the under Secretary, who gave to understand 
by the Earl of Holderness’ orders, that with great difficulty 
his Lordship had now procured for me handsome bread in 
the government's service, and that I was to go off soon to 
Edin’ where a sham trial was to pass upon me, to satisfy the 
public. He then acquainted me with the employ I was to 
have, which [ thought proper not to accept, of, and I desired 
that he would acquaint the Earl of Holderness, that I was 
born in. character ofa gentleman, that | never intended to 
accept of that which would bea disgrace to my family as 
well as a scourge to my country; nor did I think when his 
Lordship would consider with more mature deliberation upon 
the offer nade me but that he would forgive my refusing 
it; but if his Lordship thought me a proper subject to serve 
in any station in which other gentlemen of honour served, 
that [ was very well satisfied, and no otherwise. The same 
secretary sent for me next day, when he gave me to undere 
stand that it was the ministry’s orders to me to retire out of 
his Majesty’s dominions within three days, apon which there 
was a messenger set over me for fear | wonld retire to Scot- 
land. ‘The messenger was ordered to see me landed on this 
side upon their own charges. 1 could not have time to wait 
on my friends as the messenger attended me so close, only 
saw George Drummond who knew my whole transaction 
with them, our friends who spoke much against me some- 
time, (fearing what brought me thither,) began now to speak 
in the most favourable manner, they then knowing the treat- 
ment I had received from the ministry, and though the offer 
wade me was very advantageous, as to the purse, as I stood 
to my resolution it wasapproved by every body, even of 
some of the other side. This job was very expensive upon 
me, yet had [ had the luck to save my poor brother [ would 
not grudge any thing. Before [ went to London [ received 
from Major Buchanan £103 and he still owes me £50, 
which is to be paid against Martiomas next. All that I have 
saved of the whole | carried with me is about £40 and £16 
[ have sent my wife. 

“ | thought it my duty to let you know of this that you’d 
be so good and write next step you may tbink [ ought to 
take. | am advised if [ could carry on a small trade in this 
place and had some credit with the little money Ll have, that 
by taking care, | might make good bread, but would do no- 
thing till | would hear from you. I[ would be glad to know 
if you had an answer to the letter you drew the draught of,— 
sent from me to a certain great man, and also what method 
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you think most proper to procure a gratification. Tthought 
better to remain here as I am not yet well recovered, rather 
than go up to Paris not knowing but you would approve of 
my settling here, which seems to me very feasible, yet as you 
are my head, I leave you to dispose of me as you shall seem 
fit and proper, and-therefore shall wait your orders if you 
please to desire by yours, an ample accouat of the project 
which procvred the licence, and an account of that worthy 
employ offered me, you shall in fullby my next. L[ beg 
pardon for this long letter, and that I have the honour of 
manifesting my gratitude, is the sincere wish of 
* Dear Chiei, 

* Your own to command 

« Jas DrumMonp.,” 

To be continued. 





LIFE OF VIZIER ALLY. 


flew Prince died in May last at the age of only SO. As 

arelation of the vicissitudes of fortune which this 
young men experienced, with the circumstance of his long 
imprisonment, may not prove uninteresting to tke reader, 
we shall here subjoin it. 

Vizier Ally was the adopted son of Asuf-ud-Dowlah, laie 
Nabod of Oude. His mother was the wife of a Vorash (a 
menial servant of low description, employed in Lndia in keep- 
ing the metallic furniture of a house clean.) His reputed 
father, Asuf-ud Dowlah, was a wealthy and eccentric Prince. 
Having succeeded to the musnud (throne) of Oude by the 
assistance of the East India Company, he professed great 
partiality to the English.” “ Mildin manners, polite and 
affable in bis conduct, he possessed no great mental powers; 
his heart was good, considering his education, which instilled 
the most despotic ideas. He was fond of lavishing his 
treasures on gardens, palaces, horses, clephants, Luropeao 
guns, lustres, and mirrors. He expended every year about 
209,000/. in English manufactures. This Nabob had more 
than a hundred gardens, 20 palaces, 1200 elephants, 3000 
fine saddle hoses, 1500 double-barrel guas, 1700 superb 
Justres, thirty thousand shades of various forms and colours ; 
several hundred large mirrors, girandoles, and clocks: some 
of the latter were very curious, richly set wih jewels, hav 
ing figures in continual movement, and playing tunes every 
hour; two of these clocks cost him thirty thousand pounds. 
Without tasie or judgment, he was extremely solicitous t 
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possess all that was elegant and rare; he had instruments and 
machines of every art and science, bat he knew none; and 
his museum was so ridiculously disposed, that a wooden 
cuckoo clock was placed close to a superb time-piece which 
costthe price of a dindem; and a valuable landscape of 
Claude Lorraine suspended near a board painted with ducks 
and drakes. He sometimes gave a dinner to ten or twelve 
persons, sitting at their ease in a carriage drawn by elephants. 
His harem contained above 400 of the greatest beauties of 
India, immured in high walls which they were never to leave, 
except on their biers. He had an immense number of 
domestic servants, and a very large army, besides being fully 
protected from hostile invasion by the Company’s subsidiary 
forces, for which he paid five hundred thousaad pounds per 
annum. His jewels, amounted to about eight millions 
sterling. Amidst this precious treasure, he might be seen 
for several hours every day, haudling them as a child does 
his toys. Asuf had no legitimate children, and it was doubted 
whether he had any natural ones. He was in the habit, 
whenever he saw a pregnant woman, whose appearance struck 
his fancy, to invite ber to the Palace to lie in; and several 
women of this desciiption were delivered there, and among 
the number was the mother of Vizier Ally. Severai children 
so delivered were brought up, and educated inthe Palace. 

The sprightliness of Vizier Ally, while yet an infant, so 
entirely engrossed the affections of the old Nabob, that he 
determined to adopt him. In conformity with this resolution, 
the youth received au education suitable to a Prince who 
was destined to succeed to the musnud. He is said, how- 
ever, to have developed at this period a propensity to des 
light in the sufferings of the brute creation. The affection 
of the old Nabob towards his adopted son still increasing, he 
lavished upom him every mark of regard 

At thirteen his marriage took place. To give an idea of 
the splendour which attached to his youth, and from which 
he subsequenily fell, the following account of his nuptials is 
extracted from Forbes’s Oriental Memoirs :—~ 

“ The wedding of Vizier Ally was celebrated at Luck- 
now, in 1795, and was one of the most magnificent in 
modern times. 

“ The Nabod had his tents pitched on the plains, near 
the city of Lucknow; among the number were two re- 
markably large, made of strong cotton cloth, lined with the 
finest English broad cloth, cut in stripes of different colours, 
with cords of silk and cotton. ‘These two tents cost five 
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lacs of rupees, or above 50,000/. sterling; they were each 
120 feet long, 60 broad, and the poles about 60 feet high; 
the walls of the tents were 10 feet high; part of them were 
cat into-lattice-work for the women of the Nabob’s seraglio, 
and.those of the principal nobility, to see through. His 
Highwess was covered with jewels, tothe amount, at least, 
of two millions sterling. From thence we removed to the 
shumeeana, which was illuminated by 200 elegant giran- 
doles from Europe, as many glass shades with wax candles, 
and several hundred flambeaux; the glare and reflection were 
dazzling and offensive to the sight. When seated under this 
extensive canopy, above a hundred dancing girls, richly 
dressed, went tbrough their elegant bat rather lascivious 
dances and motions, and sung some soft airs of the country, 
chiefly Persic and Hiodoo-Fersic. 

« About seven o'clock, the bridegroom, Vizier Ally, the 
young Nabob, made his appearance so absurdly loaded with 
jewels, that he could scarcely stagger under the precious 
weight. The bridegroom was about 13 years of age, the 
bride 10; they were both of a dark complexion, aad not 
handsome. 

“‘ From the shumeeana we proceeded on elepharits to an 
extensive and beautiful garden, about a mile distant. The 
procession was grand beyond conception; it consisted of 
about 1200 elephants richly caparisoned, drawn up ina 
regular line like a regiment of soldiers. Abouta hundred 
elephants in the centre had houdas or castles, covered with 
silver ; in the midst of these appeared the Nabob, mounted 
onan uncommonly large elephant, within a houdah covered 
with gold, richly set with precious stones. ‘The elephant 
was caparisoned with cloth of gold. On his right hand 
was Mr. George Johnstone, the British resident at the 
Court of Lucknow ; on his left the young bridegroom; the 
English gentlemen and ladies and the native nobility were 
intermixed on the right and left. On both sides of the road, 
from the tent to the garden, were raised artificial scenéry of 
bamboo-work, very high, representing bastions, arches, 
minarets, and towers, covered with lights in glass lamps, 
which made a grand display. On each side of the proces 
sion, in frontof the line of elephants, were dancing girls, 
superbly dressed (on platforms supported and carried by 
bearers), who danced as we went along. These platforms 
consisted of a hundred on each side of the procession, all 
covered with gold and silver cloths, with two girls and two 
musicians at each platform. 

“ The ground from the:tents to the garden, forming the 
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road on which we moved, was inlaid with fire-works; at 
every step of the elephants the earth burst before us and 
threw up artificial stars in the heavens, to emulate those 
created by the hand of Providence; besides innumerable 
rockets, and many hundred wooden shells that burst in the 
air, and shot forth a thousand fiery serpents; these, wind- 
ing through the atmosphere, illuminated the sky, and, aided 
by the light of the bamboo scenery, turned a dark night 
into a bright day. The procession moved on very slowly, 
to give time for the fire-works inlaid in the ground to go off. 
The whole of this grand scene was further lighted by above 
three thousand flambeaux, carried by men hired for the oc- 
casion. In this manner we moved on in stately pomp to the 
garden, which, though only a mile off, we took two hours to 
reach. When we arrived ai the garden gate we descended 
from the elephants, and entered the garden, illuminated by 
innumerable transparent paper lamps or lanterns, of various 
colours, suspended to the branches of the trees. Inthe 
centre of the garden was a large edifice, to which we 
ascended, and were introduced into a grand saloon, adorned 
with girandoles and pendant lustres of English manufacture, 
lighted with wax candles. Here we had an elegant and 
suinptuous collation of European and Indian dishes, with 
wines, fruits, and sweetmeats; at the same time abouta 
handred dancing-girls sung their sprightly airs, and per- 
formed their native dances. 

“ Thus passed the time until dawn, when we all returned 
to our respective homes, delighted aod wonder struck with 
this exchanting scene, which surpassed in splendour every 
entertainment of the kind beheld in this country. The affa- 
ble Nabob rightly observed, with a little Asiatic vanity, that 
such a spectacle was never before seen in India, and never 
would beseen again. The whole expense of this marriage 
feast, which was repeated for three successive nights in the 
same'manner, cost upwards of 300,000/. sterling.” 

When Vizier Ally was recognised by Asuf as his successor 
to the throne, great opposition was manifested by the old 
Nabob’s family. He was, however, on the death of the 
latter, upheld by the English Government, and placed on 
the throne. An adopted child by the Mohamedan law, is 
entitled to all the privileges of legitiaate birth. Vizier 
Ally, after being placed on the throne, shewed a turbulent, 
restless, and intriguing temper, and broke his faith with the 
English Government: the consequence of which was his 
being deposed from the musnud, and Saadut Ally, the bro- 
ther of the late Nabob, was placedonit. A pension was 
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assigned, to Vizier Ally of two lacks of rupees per annum, 
about '25,000/. but it was considered necessary, that he 
should reside near the Presidency, that he might be the 
more under the eye of Government. He in consequence 
proceeded from Lucknow, to Benares, where Mr. Cherry, the 
Company’s Resident, was to make arrangements for his pro- 
ceeding to the Presidency. Shortly after his arrival at Benares, 
Mr. Cherry invited him to breakfast. He came attended bya 
largearmed retinue. [t had been previously intimated to Mr, 
Cherry that his appearance was hostile,and that he oughttobe 
on his guard; but he disregarded the caution. Vizier Alley com. 
plained much of the Company’s treatment of him, and, in 
fine, at a signal made by him, several of his attendants 
rushed in, and cut Mr. Cherry and his assistant, Mr. Gra- 
ham, to pieces. They then went’ away in the intention of 
proceeding to the house of Mr. Davis, another European 
gentleman, holdiog a bigh situation under Government, with 
the view of masacreing him also; but fortunately he got 
some intimation of his danger before tiey arrived, and got 
his family to the top of the house, and posted himself at the 
summit of a narrow circular stone stairease. Here the 
ruffians pursued him, but with a hog-spear he defended him- 
self for a considerable length of tune, killing several of his 
assailants, which, in a manner, blocked up the passage, till 
at length he was rescued by a party of the Company’s 
troops stationed at Benares, which came to his assistance, 
The followers of Vizier Ally killed another European private 
gentleman, residing at Benares, exclusive of the two public 
officers above-mentioned. Vizier Ally made his escape into the 
territory of the Rajah of Berar, a powertul and independent 
Chief, who refused to give him up unless ander a promise of 
his life being spared. ‘This the English Government consi- 
dered it expedient to accede to, and he was accordingly 
given up and brought down to Calcutta, and confined in the 
garrison of Fort William in a kind of tron cage; and here 
died after an imprisonment of seventeen years and odd 
months, as above-mentioned. 





HABITS, NATURAL HISTORY, &c. OF JAPAN. 
From Captain Golownin’s Narrative of his Captivity in Japan. 


- I1E Japanese are extremely fond of gardens, and 
love to imitate the works of nature. During our 

walks through the city, we frequently passed by houses with 
little pieces of cultivated ground. They all contained a poo! 
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of water, surrounded with trees and bushes. In the centre 
of the water two or three heaps of earth were usually col- 
lected tu represent islands, with stones fixed upon them, by 
way of being rocks and mountains:;; some of these .islands 
were even planted with shrubberies. In the water we somie- 
times observed little boats and vessels sailing about, which 
were, however, very badly made. Such were the ornaments 
usually attached to the houses of the poorer classes, whose 
bits of enclosed ground, or yards, were only. a few paces in 
diameter; the richer class, however, bave, in general, fine 
gatdens. The climate ofthe island of Matsmai, notwith- 
standing its advantageous geographical situation, is, on ac- 
count of other local circumstances, unfavourable for gar- 
dening ; but from the accounts of the Japanese themselves 
there are many fine gardens on the island of Niphon, be- 
longing to princes and other individuals of distinction, whose 
chief pride consists ‘in admitting the common people to walk 
in them, and to wonder at the beauty of their cultivation. 

The forests of Matsmai are inhabited by bears, wolves, 
foxes, hares, stags, and wild goats. ‘There are likewise some 
sables to be found on this island, but their fur is ofa red- 
dish colour, and consequently of little value. ‘The bears are 
uncommonly fierce, and attack men as well as other ani- 
mals, 

“The ice fox is never seen on the Kurile isiands, and the 
inhabitants do not even know such an animal by name. 
Whea shewn their skins at Kamtschatka, they call them white 
foxes. They shoot sea-lions and sea-dogs, and catch eagles 
with sea-gulls, though not inthe same way as they ensnate 
the foxes. ‘They build a little shed with an aperture at the 
top, and in the interior fasten a sea-gull ; in a short time the 
eagle darts upon his prey, se izes it with bis claws, and whilst 
he isendeavouring to carry itoff or devour it, he is killed 
by the Kuriles. It is only during the winter that the eagle 
inhabits the Kurile islands; on the approach of summer 
these birds of prey take flight to Kamtschatka,” 

The Japanese Government consider it as a heinous crime 
to attempt the conversion of its subjects to Christianity, ‘The 
unrelenting punishment of offenders in this way, «may be 
traced to the disturbances which arose in cousequence of the 
labours of ancient missionaries. Captain Golownin states 
that, 

“ The Japanese are not followers of new religions. They 
give, however, full liverty to a variety of sects, besides per 
mitting the public professien of even the Kurile religion ; 
but they are quite in‘olerant to Christianity, on account of 
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the troubles it has occasioned among them. The Catholic 
priests, who formerly lived in Japan, and enjoyed every free. 
dom, preached the Christian faith, and converted a great 
number of the natives ; but, at last, the progress of the new 
religion gave rise to a dreadful civil war. For this reason, 
after the complete extirpation of the Christians, the following 
inscription was placed at the head of the stone tablets of 
laws, which are fixed up in all public places, and even in the 
streets :—* Whoever knows any individual who has taught 
Christianity, and can convict him thereof, shall receive a re 
ward of five hundred silver pieces.” There is, likewise, a 
law which prohibits masters from hiring servants till they re- 
ceive from them a written assurance of their not being 
Christians. Iv Nangasaky, where Christianity had made 
the greatest progress, there isa staircase, on the steps of 
which are laid various ornaments and utensils of the Catholic 
church, and on the first step a crucifix. Ou New Year's day 
all the inhabitants of Nangasaky are obliged to ascend these 
steps; and, asa proof thatthey are not Christians, trample 
on the articles. The interpreter assured us, that many Chris. 
tians who live at Nangasaky, comply with this regulation 
from interested motives.” 

One day a dinner was sent to the prisoners of a superior 
quality, and served in elegant dishes. They could not gues 
whence this treat came; but afterwards learnt, that it was 
sent by arich man, who was suffering under a dangerous 
fit of illness, and that in such cases it was usual in Japan to 
send presents of that sort to the poor and unfortunate. We 
have already mentioned that wilful-fire-raising is not uncom. 
mon in this country, and a most horrible punishment 
awaits the poor wretch convicted of this offence, its fre- 
quency being another proof of the inadequacy of mere vin- 
dictive visitation to prevent crime. ‘The Japanese castoms 
when fires occur are in other respects rather curious :— 

“ Both officers and soldiers wear a particular dress. It 
exactly resembles their military uniform ; consisting of coats 
of mail, sleeve-cases, &c. But the whole is composed of 
light varnished leather, so that this armour is not burthen- 
some to the wearer, and cannot be injured by the sparks 
which issue from the fire. On the coat of mail, the rank and 
office of the bearer are described. ‘To extinguish a fire is re- 
gardeda most glorious achievement among the Japanese, 
When a fire breaks out in the capual, where there are nu- 
merous corps of troops, the commander who first proceeds 
to extinguish it, fixes his siandard near the spot, aud i is 
deemed exceedingly offensive if another officer lend his as- 
sistance without being invited by him who has by his eary 
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arrival obtained possession of the ground. In former times’ 
occurrences of this nature frequently gave rise to duels be- 
tween the princes and grandees, and sometimes battles, in 
which their respective adherents engaged. Even now serious 
contentions often arise when one officer shews an inclination 
to deprive another of the honour of having extinguished a 
fire.” 

The information possessed by this jealous people with re- 
gard to the rest of the world, may be imagined when we re- 
late that in one of the examinations of their captives, the 
governor desired to know whether some chaage of religion 
had not taken place in Russia, as Laxwan (a recent traveller) 
wore along tail, and had thick hair “ which he covered all 
over with flour,” and Captain Golownin and his companions 
had their hair cut quite short, and did not put flour upon 
their heads. 

“On our telling them (says the author) that with us there 
was no connection between religion and the form of the 
hair, they laughed out loud, and expressed no little surprise 
that there should be no express law on this point.” 

At another time the question was pot— 

“Whose office is it on board the Russian vessels to fore- 
tel the state of the wind and weather ? When we replied, 
ihat this task was not allotted to any particular officer, but 
that it was part of the duty of the commander of the ship, 
they were nota little astonished; for with them, a boa: 
never puts to sea without having a prophet of the weather on 
buard.” 

Thus fortified, we suppose, we may read the risks of the 
following passage without trembling for the navigators, and 
their land progress seems equaliv secure. 

“ The Japanese cross the Straus of Sangar from Matsmai 
to a well-sheltered bay near the city of Mimaya. As they 
never vodertake it except with a favourable wind, they are 
in general only a few hours at sea. Mimaya is about 200 
rees, or 800 wersts,* from Yeddo. Versons of distinction 
iravel in litters or sedan chairs, and the common people on 
horseback. A great numberof men ave, therefore, always 
kept atthe post-stations. The Japanese assured us that the 
litter-bearers, from long experience, proceed with so much 
steadiness, that if a glass of water was placed in the litter, not 
a drop would be spilt.” 

It seems that they are slow as well as sure, for their very 
couriers perform little more than 50 miles a day. 

Vou. 58. P ° 
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I'wo English miles are nearly equal to three Russian wersts, 
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w The interpreters frequently told Ciptain Golownin that it 

as more than 300 years since the Japanese had visited the 
Kurile islands as far as Kamtschatka; that they mighteasily 
bave retained possession of thein; and thatthe Kuriles ani 

apanese were originally the satne people, as appeared from 
the number of words common to both languages. It is a 
singular proof of the truth of this assertion, that they called 
Kamtschatka, as the Kamtschatkadales do Kurutnyschi, and 
use many of the native words of that people — Literary Ga. 
zelie. 





AUDITORIES., 


HE invention of architects has been tortured, to afford 

to aspecious saloon all the possible advantages of sight 

and sound. A perfect combination of them is impossible; 
noiwithstanding the analogy between the emanation and 
reflection of sound, and the similar processes of light. On 
account of certain properties of the elliptical figure in re. 
flecting both, a concert-rouim was erected in that form, by 
Lord Chesterfield, in bis mansion-house at May-fair; and 
another, called St. Ceciita ‘s-hall, by the gentlemen amateurs 
of music at Edinburgh. Both of these buildings, however, 
have been blamed, as converging towards the opposite focus 
of the ellipse, with more energy thau harmony, the sound of 
that particular instrument which happened to be placed in 
the other. ‘That form ofa building which would be most 
tuvourable to the ear, were the source of sound to be sta- 
tioned in a given place, would be the most inconvenient and 
unpleasant to the eye—it would be the form of a speaking- 
trumpet. Sir Christopher Wren himself acknowledges the 
difficulty he experienced in the management of this matter 
in the construction of his fifty churches. “ The Romanisis, 
indecd,” says be, “ may build large churches; it is enough 
if they hear the murmur of the Mass, and see the elevation of 
theHost; but our’s are to be fitted for auditories. I can 
hardly think it practicable to make a single room so capa. 
cious, with pews and galleries, as to hold above 2000 persons, 


and both to hear distinetly, and «+ the preacher. I en- 
deavoured to eflect th buildu isn oarch of St 
James’s, Westminster,waich L presu e most capacious, 
with these qualifications, that bath yet u built; sad yer, 


at a solemn time, when the church was much crowded, 
could not discern froma gallery tnat 2000 were present.” 
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POETR Y: 
— a 


ON THE CONCLUSION OF THE CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 
From a very old Engtishi Poet, who is not named. 


CEREMONIES FOR CANDLEMAS EVF. 


OWN with the rosemary and bayes, 
Down with the misleto ; 
Instead of holly, now up-raise 
The greener box for show. 


The holly hitherto did sway, 
Lei box now domineere, 
Until the dancing Easter-day, 
On Easter’s eve appeare. 


Then youthful box, which now hath grace 
Your houses to renew, 

Grown old, surrender thust his place 
Unto the crisped yew. 


When yew is out, then birch comes in, 
And many flowers beside ; 

Both of a fresh and fragrant kinne 
To honour Whitsuntide, 


Green rushes then, and sweetest bent$, 
With cooler oken boughs, 
Come in for comely ornamients, 
Lo re-adotn the house 
Thus times dv shift, each thing his turne does hold, 
New things succeed, as former things grow old. 





THE CEREMONIES FOR CANDLEMASSE DAY. 


7 INDLE the Christrhas brand, and then 
Vill sunne set, let it burhe; 
Which quencht, then lay it up agen 
Till Christmas next returne. 


Part must be kept Wherewith to teend 
The Christmas log next yeare ; 

And, when ’tis safely kept, the fiend 
Can do no mischief there. 





UPON CANDLEMASSE DAY. 


E ND now the white-loafe, and the pye, 
4 And let all sports with Christmas dye. 
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AIR was thy blossom, tender flower, 
That opened like the rose in May, 
Though nursed beneath the chilly shower 
Of feil regret for love’s decay! 


How oft thy mother heaved the sigh 
O’er wreaths o! honour early shorn, 

Before thy sweet and guiltless eye 
Had opened on the dawn of morn! 


How oft above thy lowly bed, 

When all in silence slumbered low, 
The fond and filial tear was shed, 

Thou child of love, of shame, and woe! 


Her wronged, but gentle bosom burned 
With joy thy opening bloom to see, 

‘The only breast that o’er thee yearned, 
The only heart that cared for thee. 


Oft her young eye, with tear-drops bright, 
Pleaded with Heaven for her sweet child, 
When faded dreams of past delight 
O’er recollection wandered wild. 


Fair was thy blossom, bonny flower, 
Fair as the softest wreath of spring, i 
When late I saw thee seek the bower j 
In peace thy morning hymn to sing! 


Thy little feet across the lawn 

Svarce from the primrose pressed the dew, 
T thought the spirit of the dawn 

Before me to the greenwood flew, 


E’en then the shaft was on the wing, 
Thy spotless soul from earth to sever; 
A tear of pity wet the string 
That twanged and sealed thy doom for ever 


I saw thee late the emblem fair 

Of beauty, innocence, and truth, 
Start tiptoe on the verge of air, 

’ Twixt childhood and unstable youth : 


But now I see thee stretched at rest, 

To break that rest shall wake no morrow ; 
Pale as the grave-tlower on thy breast! 

Poor child of love, of shame, and sorrow. 


May thy long sleep be sound and sweet, 
Thy vis‘ons fraught with bliss to be! 
And long the daisy, emblem meet, 
Shall shed its earliest tear o’er thee. 


J. HOGG, the Ettric Shepherd 





ik PITAPH. 


I] ERE lies one Smith, and what is somewhat rarish, 





He was born, bred, and hanged in one parish 








